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TAGS: PEPR, PINT, BM, CH, KN 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER TRAVEL TO DPRK 

REF: RANGOON 2033 

1 . BURMA'S FOREIGN MINISTER, BRIG. MYINT MAUNG DEPARTED 
SEPTEMBER 4 FOR PYONGYANG WITH A GROUP OF MIDDLE-LEVEL 
OFFICIALS TO ATTEND NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS BEGINNING 
SEPTEMBER 8, ACCORDING TO A BULLETIN IN THE GOVERNMENT- 
CONTROLLED PRESS. SINCE FOREIGN MINISTER MUST TRANSIT 
PEKING. HIS TRAVEL HAS AROUSED SPECULATION THAT HE MAY 
STOP OFF TO DISCUSS A VISIT TO CHINA BY PRESIDENT NE WIN 
LATER THIS YEAR. 

2. THE EMBASSY HAS NO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION THAT THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER WILL STOP IN PEKING FOR THIS PURPOSE, BUT 
WE UNDERSTAND NE WIN HAS ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO VISIT 
CHINA AT AN UNSPECIFIED TIME IN THE NOT TOO DISTANT FUTURE. 
THIS INVITATION REPORTEDLY WAS EXTENDED THROUGH DEFENSE 
MINISTER KYAW HTIN, WHO LED A BURMESE MILITARY DELEGATION 
TO THE PRC LAST JUNE (SEE REFTEL). 
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